Approved For Release 2003/0|Vgi|^p]^^P|3j)^|l1676R004000060026-6 



CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


9 November 1957 


Dear Neil: 




llv 


Thank you for the useful information yma forwarded by your 
letter of 7 November 1957. ^ 

f 

r point thre e da ys before the elec tions the one thin 

continues toTe^er^ain is that p redictin'g TKeT^e¥ulfs''oirThes^ 
lilip-pine elections is, as is frequently the case, a difficult i^^ot 
lan^rous business. However, there is still a general beji^ that 
■Jai^cia is maintaining an edge over his opponents althon^both Yulo 
|an6 Manahan appear to be gaining and narrowing Qfi>4^a's expected 
^argin. There are some indications that terrp«*ism, fraud and 
Intimidation should be expected on election;#^ despite Garcia's 
/public pledge to ensure the cleanest, frp.^ and most orderly elec- 
lions. 



Perhaps the question whmK^looms largest, assuming free elec- 
ons, is the extent to whicji^anahan, the Progressive Party presi- 
c gntial candidate, will t^?d!nslate into votes the spontaneous popularity 
V hich clearly appear^/fo have developed for him. This raises the 
l>ng-shot possibili^j^f a voter's upset in favor of Manahan. 


In terms^ more immediate U, S. interests there appears to be 
I fairly gopd chance that Laurel, Jr. will be defeated in his bid for 
le vice^^residency and Recto does not seem to have any chance of 
jainiftg the presidency. 





b-iLP, 

*\ 


/ U ^ 







Honorable Neil H. McElroy 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 


4 settle 

Allen W. Dulles 




Director 
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